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By T.J. GREANEY
of the Tribune’s staff

Hoping to provide a shot in the arm for customers
struggling to pay heating bills, the Bush administra-
tion this week released $450 million in emergency
relief funds. 

Missouri will receive $11.6 million, but it is unclear
how much of the money administered by the state
Department of Health and Senior Services will make
its way to Central Missouri. 

“We don’t know yet how it will be dispersed,” said
DHSS spokeswoman Sara Anderson. “We had no idea
it was coming, so it’ll take some serious thought and
planning.”

Anderson said there
were no statewide fig-
ures available of people
seeking energy assis-
tance this winter, but
requests have risen
sharply for “crisis fund-
ing,” or money given out
to people who have
received a shut-off notice from an energy provider.

For Columbia-based Central Missouri Community
Action, which distributes energy assistance money to
an eight-county area including Boone County, the
funding couldn’t come at a better time.

“The feds are recognizing there’s a problem here,”
said Darin Preis, CMCA director. “The increase in
energy costs in general are killing people, and it seems
that people are also making less money, or at least
more people are stretched thin this winter.”

Preis said the center has been seeing “lots of people
we’ve never seen before” as it’s helped pay bills for
more than 5,000 people this winter. Of those folks,
1,524 qualified for crisis funding. Those totals are
about twice last year’s figures. 

“They just keep coming and coming, and we’re pro-
cessing forms as fast as we can,” CMCA Energy Assis-
tance Coordinator Melody Rodriguez said.  

Under state guidelines, CMCA can give customers
facing utility shut-off as much as $600 a season
through its Energy Crisis Assistance Program. 

“We’d like to be able to pay more per household,”
Preis said. “Six hundred dollars gets maxed out so
quickly, and once they hit that max, they’re stuck.”

Gas heating prices in Columbia rose by 3 percent
this winter, but officials said the economy also is
affected by $3 per gallon gasoline, costly propane fuel
and the price of groceries.

“A lot of people came into this winter with shut-off
notices starting out,” Rodriguez said. “It doesn’t just
hit with the rising cost of heating. It’s from driving
back and forth to work, the cost of food, the overall
cost of living.”

A conference call with state officials Thursday led
CMCA workers to believe the agency would receive
about $100,000 in extra funding, Rodriguez said.

CMCA officials also were encouraged to hear Gov.
Matt Blunt ask for $6.4 million in additional funds for
the state’s Utilicare program during his State of the
State address. Utilicare helps low-income families pay
for energy assistance and energy efficiency measures.

Another local organization, the CASH and HELP
program, is also experiencing a pinch but says it can’t
rely on government assistance. The local utility assis-
tance program for elderly, disabled and low-income
families relies exclusively on donations from Boone
Electric Cooperative and Columbia utility customers.
Steve Hollis, Columbia’s community service manager,
said requests for assistance are up about 20 percent
this winter, though donations have slightly declined.

“We’re slammed. We’ve been tapped out very early
in the month for a while now,” said Hollis. “It’s tough
when you rely on donations and the people who make
donations are struggling, too.”

Reach T.J. Greaney at (573) 815-1719 
or tjgreaney@tribmail.com.

Relief from
utility bills
gets a boost

Heating aid
�Applications for heating
assistance are available
online at showmeaction.org
or at the Central Missouri
Community Action offices, 400
Wilkes Blvd. More information
is available at (573) 443-8606.

By ABRAHAM MAHSHIE
of the Tribune’s staff

Angus McDougall reprimands photo-
journalists for being too emotionally
attached to their photographs, but even
at age 91 he radiates enthusiasm about
the profession and photographs he took
a half-century ago that are regarded as
groundbreaking in his field.

McDougall recently donated his life’s
work in photography and $846,000 to
the photojournalism department at the
University of Missouri School of Jour-
nalism to create the McDougall Center
for Photojournalism Studies. His goal is
to preserve and give access to great doc-
umentary and newspaper photographs
that have passed through the school.

The McDougall Center will be dedi-
cated in the fall at the journalism
school’s centennial and the dedication
of the new Donald W. Reynolds Journal-
ism Institute.

“I just know how many have gone
through the program whose work
should be preserved, and that’s the hope
that I see,” McDougall said, seated in his
Columbia home beside his wife, Betty,
who shared in the donation.

Sitting against a background of pho-
tography books on shelves, with striking
black-and-white framed images on the
walls, McDougall spoke proudly of the
education at MU’s photojournalism
department, which he led for 10 years in
the 1970s and early ’80s.

“In that decade he trained a lot of the
top-flight photographers and photo edi-
tors in the country today, and his impact
on their careers was tremendous,” said
David Rees, chairman of the MU photo-
journalism department and one of
“Mac’s” former students.

“He just stressed excellence and
encouraged people to reach down deep-
er and to live up to his expectations, and
they realized they could do more than
they thought they could do,” Rees said.

McDougall said his contemporaries
on the staff of the old Milwaukee Jour-
nal went on to help redefine photojour-
nalism. After moving to Life magazine
and National Geographic, they devel-
oped techniques that McDougall and
others had pioneered — such as using
portable strobe lights to freeze images
in low light or using a trail and sharp
image to create the effect of motion.

McDougall left the Journal and devel-
oped his ideas about photo editing as
associate editor of the International Har-
vester World, a Chicago-based corporate
magazine. Later he joined MU.

“For a long time, the attitude of course
was, ‘Give me the return of Christ in one
picture.’ You know? That’s all they want-
ed, one picture. One picture to go with

the story, whether it fit or not. One pic-
ture to break up the type,” McDougall
said. “There needed to be a revolution,
really, on the part of photographers.”

“A good photographer will be able to
take a picture of an everyday situation
and someone will look at it and say,
‘Gosh, I’ve seen this a hundred times,
but I’ve never seen it like this,’ ” he said.
“Pictures can say an awful lot … if

they’re perceptively taken.”
Funds from McDougall’s donation

also will help collect images from con-
tests including Pictures of the Year
International, the College Photographer
of the Year, and the Missouri Photo
Workshop, which each have a history of
50 years.

Rees said McDougall’s influence on
photo editing is unrivaled in America,

and his book “Visual Impact in Print” is
considered a definitive work.

“It wasn’t one little thing,” Rees said
of McDougall’s talent. “It was a whole
approach to work, of being critical and
of having a larger idea in mind of really
trying to influence the course of journal-
ism rather than respond to the daily
needs. And he was able to help people
make that connection with the princi-
ples of what makes good photojournal-
ism.”

Reach Abraham Mahshie at (573) 815-1733
or amahshie@tribmail.com.

Creating 
a new set
of visions
Gift endows MU photojournalism center.

Federal funds to bolster
aid for heating assistance.

Gerik Parmele photos

Above, former MU photojournalism
chief Angus McDougall looks at a
John Vachon photograph from a
gallery of images in a stairwell
Wednesday in his south Columbia
home. McDougall and wife Betty
McDougall have given $846,000 to
create the McDougall Center for
Photojournalism Studies. Top,
McDougall points to an early self-
portrait. Left, McDougall recalls
changes he’s seen in
photojournalism.

‘Pictures can say an
awful lot ... if they’re
perceptively taken.’

— Angus McDougall
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